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Holy Islandj or Lindisfarne, where he was charmed and exceedingly
edified with the retirement and religious deportment of the monks, and
especially with the account which they gave him of the wonderful life of
St Cuthbert. He inquired of them every particular relating to him,
visited every corner of that holy solitude and of the neighbouring isle of
Fame, and falling on his knees, prayed with many tears for grace to
imitate the fervour of that saint in serving God, resolving for that purpose
to give up all earthly pretensions. He entered upon a new course
of life by a penitential devout pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and visited
Compostella in his way home. After his return into Norfolk he accepted
the charge of house steward in the family of a very rich man. The
servants were not very regular, and for their private junketings often
trespassed upon their neighbours. ' Godrick finding he was not able
to prevent these injustices, and that the nobleman took no notice of
his complaints about them, being easy so long as he was no sufferer
himself, left his place for fear of being involved in the guilt of such
an injustice.

After making a pilgrimage to St Giles in France and to Rome, he went
to the north of England in order the better to carry into execution his
design of devoting himself wholly to a retired life. A fervent servant of
God named Godwin, who had passed a considerable time in the monastery
of Durham, and by conversing with the most holy monks and exercising
himself in the interior and exterior practices of all virtues was well qualified
to be a director to an inexperienced novice, joined our saint, and they led
together an austere anchoretical life in a wilderness situated on the north
to Carlisle, serving one another and spending both the days and nights
in the praises of God. After two years God called Godwin to himself
by a happy death after a short sickness. St Godrick, having lost his
companion, made a second painful pilgrimage to Jerusalem. After his
return he passed some time in the solitude of Streneshalch, now Whitby;
but after a year and some months went to Durham to offer up his prayers
before the shrine of St Cuthbert, and from thence retired into the desert
of Finchal or Finkley, three miles from Durham near the river Wear.
St John Baptist and St Cuthbert he chose for his principal patrons and
models. The austerities which he practised are rather to be admired
than imitated. He had his regular tasks of devotion consisting of psalms
and other prayers which he had learned by heart, and which he constantly
recited at midnight, break of day, and the other canonical hours, besides
a great number of other devotions. Though he was ignorant of the very
elements of learning, he was too well experienced in the happy art of
conversing with God and his own soul ever to be at a loss how to employ
his time in solitude. Whole days and nights seemed too short for his
rapturous contemplations, one of which he often wished with St Bruno